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Helminths in Rhinella fernandezae from Argentina 261 only 1 species (Cestoda: Cylindrotaenia sp. and Acanthocephala: Centrorhynchus sp.). The infection prevalence was 94% for the 65 toads examined. Helminth diversity was 0.84 and evenness was 0.64. The most abundant species were Cosmocerca podicipinus (d = 0.09) within the group of adult worms and Bursotrema tetracotyloides (d = 0.43) in the larvae group. Most helminth parasites (68%) showed aggregated patterns of distribution. Only 8 parasite species were found in the intestine with prevalence >10% (Table 1) . Of all adult specimens of helminths examined, the primary site of infection was the digestive tract, except for Haematoloechus longiplexus and Rhabdias aff. sphaerocephala that were found in the lungs. Four helminth species are assumed to have indirect life cycles (Catadiscus marinholutzi, Catadiscus inopinatus, Gorgoderina parvicava and H. longiplexus), and 5 are assumed to have direct life cycles (Cylindrotaenia sp., Oswaldocruzia subaricularis, Cosmocerca parva, C. podicipinus, and R. aff. sphaerocephala) ( Table 2) . At the infracommunity level, the mean helminth richness was 2.28 ± 1.48 (mean ± SD) (maximum = 6) species per infected burrowing toad. Multiple infections were observed in 63% of toads, with 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 species occurring in 16, 13, 5, 5, and 2 toads, respectively. The observed distribution of helminth infracommunity species richness showed a good fit to the Poisson distribution (χ 2 = 4.65, df = 5, P = 0.46) (Fig. 1) . The mean helminth diversity was 0.23 ± 0.21 and evenness was 0.48 ± 0.38.
Species affinity in the infracommunity
Two correlations between species were negative and sig- nificant: C. podicipinus/T. aff. stenocotyle and C. podicipinus/B. tetracotyloides (Table 3) . One association was found among the eight species analyzed: C. podicipinus/B. tetracotiloides (χ 2 = 4.7; df = 1; P < 0.05).
Infection in relation to host body size
The total lengths of the burrowing toads ranged from 22.00 to 70.00 (48.54 ± 11.78) mm, and their weights ranged from 0.75 to 27.40 (11.42 ± 6.28) g. Infracommunity richness was significantly correlated with the host body size (length: r s = 0.40, n = 61, P < 0.05, and weight: r s = 0.37, n = 61, P < 0.05); significant correlations were also found between the abundances of helminth species and the host body size (Table 4) . The length of female burrowing toads ranged from 23.00 to 70.00 (44.00 ± 13.00) mm, and their weight ranged from 2.00 to 27.00 (9.00 ± 7.00) g. Both variables were significantly correlated with infracommunity
